
FEES AND CHARGES REPORT 

APPENDIX 8 - PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

1. Service description 

 

The Planning and Development service has a number of Fees and Charges namely: 

 Planning application fees – statutory set fees by Central Government that are 
dependent upon type of application. The Government’s Planning White 
Paper1, released in August 2020, proposed that “Planning fees should continue 
to be set on a national basis and cover at least the full cost of processing the 
application type based on clear national benchmarking. This should involve the 
greater regulation of discretionary pre-application charging to ensure it is fair and 
proportionate.”  
 

 Pre application advice – an optional, enhanced service to encourage early 

engagement, improve customer experience and reduce time spent on invalid 

applications by identifying potential issues prior to plan submission. Pre-

application engagement and “front-loading” is actively encouraged by national 

planning policy. Fees for this service can be set locally by WLDC. It may be 

noted that The Government White Paper does propose “greater regulation of 

discretionary pre-application charging to ensure it is fair and proportionate.” 

 

WLDC adopted Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) at Council on 13 November 

2017. The implementation of CIL took place on 22 January 2018 which means that 

any qualifying planning decision made after this point is subject to a CIL charge. As a 

result, CIL is charged on the majority of all new buildings to ensure that development 

contributes towards the infrastructure needed to support growth in West Lindsey. 

 

 

2. Prior years analysis, current financial year projections 

 

The tables below illustrate the levels of income received 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 

and an estimate for 2021/2022. 

 

Income achieved 2019/2020 (£) 2020/2021 (£) 
2021/2022 

forecast (£) 

Pre-application fees (73,701) (58,777) (67,700) 

Total Income (73,701) (58,777) (67,700) 

 

Budget (59,100) (62,100) (67,700) 

 

 

                                                           
1 Paragraph 5.18, Planning for the Future (MHCLG), August 2020. 



Income achieved 2019/2020 (£) 2020/2021 (£) 
2021/2022 

forecast (£) 

Planning fees (948,519) (1,029,421) (900,000) 

Total Income (948,519) (1,029,421) (900,000) 

 

Budget (960,100) (937,500) (900,000) 

 

CIL contributions are excluded from figures in the table. For a full CIL summary 

please refer to the infrastructure funding statement published on West Lindsey 

District Council’s website at https://www.west-lindsey.gov.uk/my-services/planning-

and-building/community-infrastructure-levy-cil/ 

 

 

3. COVID Impact 

 

The Government’s position has been that planning is important for the economic 

recovery, and that planning decisions must continue to be processed within the 

statutory time periods (8/13wks), with extensions of time to be encouraged where 

necessary.  

 

After an initial reduction in application numbers when the pandemic commenced, 

from July 2020 afterwards we saw an increase in application numbers consistently 

above the previous year. 

 

 
 

Whilst this includes an increase in householder and non-major developments, we 

received 53 major applications – an average of over 4 per month.  

 

 

 

 



 

4. Price 

 

As the planning applications fees are statutory set we are unable to do any impact 

analysis. 

 

The proposal is for the pre-application advice fees to be increased by 3.9% 

equivalent to inflation and rounded to the nearest £, except for a couple of fees 

which are detailed in Appendix 11 (Section 6). 

 

There has been a continued focus on reducing overhead service costs through more 

efficient practices. Planning files are now digital / online, and measures are in place 

to reduce the demand for site visits.  

 

 

5. Understanding Customers and Markets  

 

During the current financial year, the strategic growth agenda has continued to focus 

on developing key relationships with landowners and developers to restore 

confidence in the local housing market. Working with partners such at the HCA, the 

Council has sought to gain a much improved understanding of the local viability 

pressures that have impacted upon delivery in the past and coupled with this the 

Council is investing heavily in regeneration and commercial projects. At the service 

level this requires an effective and engaged Development Management service 

working closely with all of these partners to make sure that the Planning service is fit 

for purpose and reflects modern industry development needs.  

 

The focus on improving performance for our customers has ensured that the service 

has developed with a much sounder understanding of their needs. For instance, the 

service introduced a simplified “Do I need planning permission?” enquiry for the 

benefit of customers in 2019. It is important that successes such as the restored 

confidence in our pre-application advice service are not undermined by 

unnecessarily high increases or that we lose our share of this service to the private 

sector, which is why a fee increase based on inflation only is proposed. 

 

 

6. Proposed Charges 

 

Statutory charges will be applied in accordance with legislation. Two statutory fees 

for ‘Householder applications’ and ‘Request for conformation that planning conditions 

have been complied with’ have been deleted as they are covered elsewhere within 

the statutory fee schedule. The Government has introduced some new statutory fees 

for developments undertaken via the Government’s Permitted Development Order.  

 



For non-statutory charges the Planning Service proposes to apply an increase 

equivalent to inflation at 3.9% and rounded to the nearest £ to move towards total 

cost recovery. This applies to all pre-application fees except for the following: 

 

‘Household developer – Do I need Planning Permission’ is proposed to increase 

by 33.35% in line with benchmarking data with comparable local authorities. This 

brings the fee (incl. VAT) up to £40, which is in line with North East Lincs who 

currently charge £42. 

 

‘Entry onto the Self-Build and Customer-Build Housing Register’ is set to only 

recover costs and is currently set at the correct fee so no change is proposed for 

2022/2023. 

 

‘Paper copies of plans, drawings and documents’ is charged per page between 

£0.25 and £6.50 depending on paper size. This fee was increased last year and an 

increase for printing costs two years in a row would be deemed as excessive, so it is 

proposed to not increase these for 2022/2023. 

 

‘Decision Notices, Consents, Determinations’ Tree Preservation Orders’ have 

previously been charged per item, these are available digitally for free so there is 

little demand for them. We are proposing to delete this fee and any requests for 

printed documents to be covered within the ‘Paper copies of plans, drawings and 

documents’. Similarly the fee for ‘Information on planning records’ is proposed to be 

deleted and covered within the fee mentioned above.  

 

Previously ‘Hazardous Substances’ pre-application advice was a variable fee, we 

have proposed a set fee of £100 for 2022/2023 to achieve total cost recovery and 

give the applicant certainty as to what they will be charged, as well as better align 

with the statutory fee for applying for Hazardous Substances Consent. 

 

Some of wording and formatting throughout the schedules has been updated to 

make them easier to read and understand.  

 

The proposed changes for pre-application fees are not anticipated to decrease 

demand and are forecast to achieve between an additional £1,200 and £3,500 p/a 

compared to the 2021/2022 MTFP. 

 

CIL charges were proposed by WLDC prior to adoption and were subject to 

consultation. As part of this process, they were subject to a public examination by an 

independent person, namely a Government Inspector from The Planning 

Inspectorate. These were then formally adopted by Council. As such these rates 

cannot be subject to change without a full inspection by a similar independent 

person. 

The Planning Service are seeking to set ambitious targets but do not want to frame 

the service in an unrealistic light as significant change to the Planning system is 

proposed by the Government over the forthcoming years. 



7. Impact on Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP) 

 

 
 

 

8. Recommendation 

Members are asked to approve charges for 2022/2023 as illustrated in the schedule 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 


